
Appendix J:  Socratic Seminar Rubric 
                                           and General Public Speaking Rubric 

          South Brunswick 

English II     Student's Name ___________________ 
Ross 
 

Socratic Seminar Rubric 
4 

• frequently contributes meaningfully to the discussion  
• uses specific references to the text or film  
• builds on another's point explains ideas thoroughly  
• explains ideas clearly  
• initiates new ideas  
• pays attention when others speak  
• makes direct references to points made by other students 
• includes others through verbal exchange or invitation into conversation 

 
3 

• occasionally contributes to the discussion 
• refers to the text or film in general ways  
• occasionally refers to another's point  
• attempts to explain ideas  
• may initiate a new idea  
• pays attention when others speak 

 
2 

• rarely contributes to the discussion 
• shows little evidence of knowledge regarding the text or film 
• presents unexplained ideas 
• makes tangential remarks 
• becomes involved sporadically 
• rarely pays attention when others speak 

 
1 

• makes little or no contribution to the discussion  
• no evidence of knowledge regarding the text or film 
• speaks off topic 
• shows uninvolved attitude 
• interrupts when others speak 
• dominates 
• makes personal criticisms of the ideas of others  
• shows disrespect 
• attempts to obstruct the discussion process  
• does not pay attention to others 





Appendix J:  Socratic Seminar Rubric 
                                           and General Public Speaking Rubric 

          South Brunswick 

Scoring Students - Socratic Seminar 
 
1. Observer(s) maintains score sheet during discussion by checking categories on the 
rubric when a student show5evidence of that discussion trait. 
 
 
 
2. Continue to place marks in the identified categories to indicate repetition of a 
discussion behavior. 
 
 
 
3. Compare the individual's score sheet to the overall descriptions on the rubric. 
 
 
 
4. Final rubric score is determined by the number which has the most identified 

discussion traits. 
 
 
 
5. Each score can be converted to a grade by assigning a value to #l.  For instance, if 
#1 = 25 points, then a 3 = 75%.  If #1 = 5 points, then a 3 = 15/20. 
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